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(or verse by verse through 1 Corinthians 11, 12, 13 & 14)
	BY DONALD R. WELBORN

	It is noted with much appreciation that valuable help and input to this writing was given by Bro. Dick Woods of Cedar Rapids Iowa


To those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord (1st Corinthians 1:2)
All Scripture quotations are from the New King James Version (NKJV)
Introduction
Because of the lack of unity of mind among the Lord's people regarding the epistle entitled "1 Corinthians", we are pressed in heart and mind to write some things that hopefully will be used of God to help resolve some of the problems in interpretation of this much-needed letter. Please be assured that we do not believe that we have the "last word" on any chapters in the aforementioned epistle. However, with the Lord's help, we would like to present some things that we most certainly believe and that have been ministered for many years in assemblies across North America, the Caribbean islands, and Great Britain. We shall look at four chapters in general and then in some measure, seek to give a faithful exposition of each. These chapters are 11, 12, 13 and 14.
In order to acquire a better understanding of the above-mentioned chapters, it is imperative to consider the 1st Corinthian letter in its entirety. It can be seen as a letter of practical and corrective instruction, specifically to the Corinthians as well as to "all who call on our Lord's name."
We shall find that, at times, a better understanding of the Greek New Testament can be helpful in our interpretation of the English New Testament, and this letter specifically. However, God makes no requirement of learning Greek as a prerequisite for understanding the New Testament. He has given his Holy Spirit to teach each child of God and to guide us into all truth (John 16:13). This is accomplished by serious study of the sacred scriptures, and prayer for understanding, and by the edification of faithful men who know and teach the truth.
Also there can be great benefit from using some excellent word-study helps that are readily available in our day (I.e. The Greek and English concordances and dictionaries). With these things in mind, we present the following introductory remarks for your consideration.
To everyone
This letter is addressed to "the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord" (1:2). This includes all Christians - for all ages. The instructions given are on matters that are very important to God and should therefore be important to us. The letter lends itself towards instructions for a gathering of saints. Ten times throughout the epistle we find "together", "come together", or "gathered together". Five times we find the term in Chapter 11 alone. Six times we find the word "churches".

History does not explain Scripture
Relying on anyone except God himself to properly and truthfully record the facts of history is folly. If we really believe that God cannot lie, then His record of ''his-story" (I. e. History) should be the first and ultimate standard. Any other historical information obtained from anyone other than God would at best be secondhand. Remember when God asked Job "where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding" (Job 38:4). This certainly makes us feel insignificant when we begin to look into the past and draw information from anyone other than the creator himself.
One of the temptations regarding this somewhat controversial worldwide letter is to use the history of that date to explain why the Holy Spirit is speaking to the Corinthians and therefore these things do Not apply to us today. This is not an acceptable or accurate way to interpret any Scripture. Secular ungodly history does not explain inspired Scripture - God breathed Scripture explains Scripture -always, always, always! Yes, we sometimes use history to better understand Scripture, but if there is any explaining to do, we must allow Scripture to explain history (Not the other way around). After all, God is the only one still living who was also alive when all historical events occurred. Hence, since it is evident that all Scripture is given for doctrine and reproof... (2 Tim. 3:16), to all Christians in all societies, secular history can sometimes help us gain insights, but secular history can never be the controlling or limiting factor to interpret God's mind. Verse 16 and 17 go on to reflect that all Scripture is given so that the man of God would be perfect/complete (artios- Strong's GR# 739) and thoroughly furnished (exartizo- Strong's GR # 1822) with a view to every good work.
The scriptures are inspired, authoritative, and do not contradict themselves in their teaching on any subject. Since the canonization of the New Testament, there has been much discussion regarding the godly role of the sisters in the meetings of the New Testament assembly. There seems to be a tension produced when the scriptures teach both the essential equality of men and women, while at the same time presenting functional differences with women being subordinate to men in the home and the church. It is difficult for us to keep both equality (of essence) and subordination (of function) in balance. Our modern society is emphasizing equality to the point of denying the plain created differences between the sexes. However, both must be maintained without allowing one to swallow up the other. We see many far-reaching and important ministries for women in the New Testament -but we also notice some clear restrictions - see 1 Corinthians 14: 34-36 and 1 Timothy 2; 8-15.
Umbrella Statements and Exceptions
Repeatedly in Scripture (and also the way we write instructions today) we find information first presented in broad-umbrella like fashion, and then followed by details and/or exceptions that further explain the broad description. Some examples of these passages are - 1 Cor. 14: 26-33 - situation described; -34-39 - detailed exceptions and 40 - overall summary; chapter 8: 1-6 infers that we are at complete liberty to eat meats sacrificed to idols, but in 8: 7-13 there are restrictions (detailed exceptions) placed on this activity.
Chapter Overviews
Chapter 11 presents to the believer headship, head covering, and head remembering. Symbols form a significant part of the chapter and are as relevant today as they were in the first century. Even though some groups of Christians have denied their place for us in our day, they are the mind of God for this dispensation or age. It is hoped that this discussion will be proof, sufficient to satisfy the inquiring mind.
To be specific about the denial just mentioned, some groups of believers not only reject head covering for women in assembly meetings, but also reject water baptism and the Lord's supper. They believe the latter two were only for first century Christians. We shall attempt by God's help, to dispel such thoughts and prove beyond any reasonable doubt, their expected place in our day.
	Chapter 11 has three clear sections


	     
	· Section 1 = Headship in verse 1- 3
     God is the head of Christ
     Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of the woman

· Section 2 = Head covering in verses 4-16,

· Section 3 = Head-remembering in verse 17-3


Chapter 11 :: Section 1 :: Headship (1-3)
It is here that we get headship in its universal character. The Holy Spirit, through Paul, is not saying that the husband is the head of the wife, but rather that the man (whether married or not) is the head of the woman. It should be observed that the definite article (the) is not linked with women in verse three of the Greek New Testament. This is another proof that this is headship in its universal character, not domestic headship as we have it in Ephesians chapter 5. The key to seeing headship in its domestic character in Ephesians chapter 5 is, 1) the obvious context, and 2) the word "own" (Greek IDIOIS) used with the word translated "husband" (Greek ANER -#435 Strong's Concordance) which is the normal word for man, whether married or not."ANER" is correctly rendered man in 1 Corinthians 11: 3 and husband in Ephesians 5:22. This may appear to be a problem to many Bible students but it should be remembered that common Greek was used in the New Testament and some words, due to the small vocabulary, had to serve "double duty." ANER (for man or husband) is one of those words. Such being so, we must learn to interpret correctly from each context, relying upon the Holy Spirit to help us "comparing spiritual things with spiritual" (1 Corinthians, 2: 13). Our Lord said "HE (the Holy Spirit) shall teach you all things and...... He will guide you into all truth" (John 14: 26 and 16: 13). It is imperative that we depend upon the Spirit of God if we would know the truth. He is the Spirit of Truth (John 14: 17, 15: 26, and 16: 13)
Chapter 11 :: Section 2 :: Head Covering (4-16)
In the second section of Chapter 11 we have a man uncovered and a woman covered in the assembly. These symbols reflect the truth of headship, which we believe is the key to understanding the chapter. The symbols found in the second and third sections of the chapter should be understood to be used when the assembly is gathered together. Notice "ordinances" in verse 2. Also remember that the Lord said "give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine...." (Matt. 7: 6). The symbols of this chapter are for the Saints and the heavenly beings (1 Corinthians 11: 10 and Ephesians 3: 10). They would not be understood by the outside world (1 Corinthians 2: 14). Today some people think that the head covering was only related to a cultural matter at Corinth. However, a correct exposition of this section of Scripture will prove that head covering was the command of God then and now.
As to the "cultural matter," please consider the following for some help on this controversial issue.
1. There is no Scripture given to indicate we are to understand it as "cultural"

2. Is the Lord's supper to be also considered "cultural"?

3. Who has been given authority to declare such as "cultural"

4. In 2 Timothy 3: 16-17 we are told that "Scripture", not outside information, is sufficient to guide us in"all good works"

5. The Holy Spirits command (by Paul's hand) in 1 Corinthians 14: 37 is a clear verse that demands obedience.

When we consider man, we see that he is the image and glory of God (first Corinthians 11: 7) and therefore he should not cover his head. Why not? Because to do so would cover our Lord Jesus, symbolically, since Christ is our head. Our Lord is the true center of Scripturally gathered saints and has the Biblical right to have preeminence "in all things" (Col. 1:18), even in symbolism. Since man is the head of the woman, he should not stand out as central or preeminent. Therefore the woman's covered head in the assembly symbolically covers the man. The uncovered man allows Christ to have his rightful "glorified" place as center (in the midst). The woman's covered head covers her personal glory (her long hair).
In this section, there are three Greek words for "cover". In verse 4 it is KATA. In verse 5,6,7, and 13 it is KATAKALUPTO, or its negative AKATAKALUPTOS, in verse 15 it is PERIBOLION. Also there are three objects of the woman's covered head - man in verse 7, angels in verse 10 and God in verse 13. Finally there are at least three reasons for the covering on the head of the woman. First, man must not stand out as preeminent in the assembly. Therefore since man is the head of the woman, her head, of necessity, must be covered to display our Lord in his glory, unrivaled. Man symbolically is covered by the woman's physical cover on her head. This allows our Lord to be viewed in unrivaled glory (see verse 7). A second reason is given in verse 10, the angelic host (see also Ephesians 3: 10). They are learning lessons from the gathered assembly. Thirdly, we see the woman's covered head, covering her personal glory, lest such should detract from our Lord's preeminent glory (see verse 15).
Chapter 11 :: Section 3 :: Head Remembering (17-34)
In the third section, which presents "head remembering," three requirements for the saints to eat the Lord supper are presented. First, we should examine ourselves (verse 28) and we would suggest that there are two aspects of an examination. We should examine our position, that is, am I really saved (2 Corinthians 13:5)? Next we should examine our path, that is, am I really in fellowship with my Lord? Following examination, we need to discern the Lord's body (see verse 29) which we believe to be His sacrificial body. And thirdly we need to eat (and drink) the elements unto (or with a view to) remembering him (verse 24-25).
Chapter 12 gives us spiritual gifts perhaps as no other portion of Scripture. Effort will be made to show the difference between gifts in individuals and individuals who are themselves gifts. We sometimes use the terms "men who are gifts" and "gifted men (or women)". The former is found in Ephesians 4 and the latter in Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, and 1 Peter 4.
This chapter abounds in triplets -- see TRIPLET outline in appendix for a helpful list. Three key words in the chapter are gifts, body and members. As Brother Harold McKay once stated "when you think of gifts, think of variety - when you think of a body, think of unity - when you think of members, think of multiplicity". There are nine gifts in verse 8,9 and 10 which are 3 threes. Of the nine, three of them will be used by the Spirit in chapter 13:8 to show the declining character of all the gifts, which are sign or supernatural in character. To better understand the characteristics of sign gifts, see Mark 16:17-18. Also noticed that verse 28 gives us "first Apostles", "second Prophets", and "third Teachers" - and no fourth is mentioned.
Chapter 13 presents to us one of the greatest teachings on the character of love in God's word. It is also here that we see the things that will abide this age of grace and things that will not. The primary focus of this chapter seems to be on things and functions and how they affect the believers. In this chapter we have a declaration of something perfect and complete to come. This chapter does not tell us to "collect" the inspired writings into one volume, but we do believe that men were guided by the Holy Spirit to do so. When "that which is perfect" came, men collected those God breathed New Testament writings and added them to the already existing Old Testament scriptures. And since the writings that were added are so incredibly in harmony with God's mind as already disclosed in the Old Testament, it is not difficult to understand God's intention to complete and/or make perfect the Old Testament teachings. Indeed the giving of His perfect only begotten Son completes every possible aspect of the Old Testament teachings. If it were not for this chapter on the loving work of completing a perfect written word, we would indeed have no declaration whatsoever relating to the canonization of Scripture. And to this a warning is found in Revelation 22:18-19, not to add to or take away from these writings, which were accepted by the early church fathers,
In this chapter we also have information that helps us understand the cessation of the "sign gifts" near the close of the first century. Therefore, the completed Revelation of God's word would be what was needed to replace this miraculous bit-by-bit revelation of God's mind that was occurring throughout the first century.
Chapter 14 is unique in presenting rules or guidelines for the functions of saints ministering to saints within the local assembly. It is in this chapter that we hope to help the reader toward a better understanding of the doctrine of tongues (Languages). This portion deals with languages uttered within the assembly that are not supernatural in character. They were human languages, humanly acquired, and at times carnally uttered. The gift of languages (tongues) was still existing at that time but it was not the "gift" that the Holy Spirit was primarily dealing with in chapter 14. More will be said later to prove this point more clearly.
Verse by Verse - Chapters 11, 12, 13 and 14
Having, in some measure, looked at an overview of these four chapters, let us proceed to an expositional study of each chapter. It will be hoped that much benefit will come to the Lord's people and appropriate glory will be brought to our Lord Jesus Christ.
	Verse by Verse :: Chapter 11


Having, in some measure, looked at an overview of these four chapters, let us proceed to an expositional study of each chapter. It will be hoped that much benefit will come to the Lord's people and appropriate glory will be brought to our Lord Jesus Christ.
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	Section 1 :: Verses 1 - 3 :: Headship
	 


11:1 - Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.
"Imitate" (followers in the KJV) translates MIMETES and our English word MIMICK is a transliteration. We understand it to mean IMITATE. Paul had admonished them to imitate him (1 Cor. 4:16) and the context of that verse takes us into Paul's humility (4:6) and the evident suffering he was enduring (see 4:6 -13). This verse differs from the one in 4:16 by adding “as I also imitate Christ.” The expression "as I also imitate Christ" shows our supreme example is our Lord himself.
11:2 - now I praise you brethren, that you remember me at all things and keep the traditions just as I delivered them to you.
Paul's past ministry (by the Holy Spirit's power) included instruction to the assembly in the form of "traditions" (ordinances in the KJV). Ordinances translates PARADOSIS - elsewhere translated "traditions". The Corinthians (as an assembly) were praised for remembering Paul in all things and were keeping the traditions as Paul (by the Holy Spirit's guidance) delivered them.
11:3 - But I want you know that the head of every man is Christ, the head of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.
Something they perhaps did not know (Greek EIDENAI - to perceive, to know by perceptiveness) was the truth of universal headship. God is the head of Christ, Christ is the head of every man, and the head of woman is the man. This can be seen as similar but different from domestic headship that is described in Eph. 5:23.
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	Section 2 :: Verses 4 - 16 :: Head "Covering"
	 


11:4 - every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonors his head.
"Covered" in this verse is a simple preposition KATA meaning down. Anything that a man puts "down" on his physical head in an assembly meeting dishonors his head (the Lord Jesus Christ). By symbolism he would be covering Christ if anything was on his head at an assembly meeting. The primary meaning taken in context with verse 3 is most obvious and undeniable - he dishonors the one who is his spiritual head (Jesus Christ)
11:5 - But every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head, for that is one and the same as if her head were shaved
This verse appears to be the reciprocal of verse four. It may seem as though the problem is a woman's uncovered head only when sheaudibly prays or prophesies. Verses 5 & 6 are not instructing women when to cover, that is, when they pray or prophesy. There are two clear reasons that such is not true. One, she could be present at every meeting of the assembly and never cover her head, and be scriptural in doing so, if she does not audibly pray or prophesy. Two, she could cover her head and audibly/publicly pray or prophesyat any time. Neither is correct behavior for the woman in the assembly. (See first Corinthians 14:34-35, 1 Timothy 2:11-14.) The way she dishonors her "head" is by usurping his (the man's) position or role. We have learned in verse 3 that the head of woman is the man. Praying and prophesying in the assembly uncovered is the man's role, not the woman's; therefore, every woman who prays or prophesies audibly (or silently) with her head uncovered dishonors her head (the man) by usurping his role. Praying silently anduncovered violates the Holy Spirit's teaching. The main area of confusion here is the term "women prophesying". A sister can silently function in all other areas (pray, worship, praise & receiving ministry), but in order to prophesy (meaning telling forth) she must be heard by someone. Therefore, a speaking role would have to be done outside assembly meetings. We learn from other scriptures that women (especially older ones) are to be involved in teaching younger women and children. This provides a clear focus upon the children and the younger sisters - two extremely important teaching areas.
Outside the assembly meetings, a woman can minister through praying and prophesying. Notice Priscilla in Acts 18:26 and the older sisters in Titus 2:3-5, prophesying being compared to teaching (see Peter 2. 2:11). When Paul, under guidance of the Holy Spirit, says "every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head", he does not necessarily imply that if she is covered she can then prophesy when she wants. It is interesting to note that even today we make many statements regarding everyday events that do not always imply that the opposite is true. For instance we might say something like "there are a limited number of channels available during peak hours" - this does not imply that there are an unlimited number available at other times! Or, "when you come home from school, watch carefully before crossing the street", does not imply that you can dart into the street at other times.
11:6 - If a woman is not covered let her also be shorn, but if it is shameful for a woman to be shorn or shaved, let her be covered.
"Covered" here is the Greek word KATAKALUPTO which refers to something "other than her hair". "If a woman is not covered" is not suggesting that she should not be covered in the assembly. It is showing the inconsistency of that kind of behavior. The shame of a woman being shorn or shaven finds its root in the sex role distinctions God has ordained in creation. Men, by God's own design, were to be and are distinctly different from women in human anatomy, including their hair. "Let her be covered" is once more a clear revelation of God's intention in the order of headship, displayed in His assembly by symbolism.
11:7 - For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God; but woman is the glory of man.
The reason for the man's uncovered head is found in the truth of headship in verse 3. The symbolism of headship is seen in the covered head of the woman and the uncovered head of the man. Even the angels of God can appreciate such order and beauty. If a man covers his head, he would be covering Christ, symbolically, and such behavior would mar the picture and place of Christ as center and head. The image and glory of God must not be covered if we are to have divine order. The woman, however, is the glory of the man and that is one of the reasons that she covers her head (symbolizing the man). Therefore, man is symbolically covered, not competing with the headship of Christ. Our Lord Jesus Christ must have the preeminence among his people. The uncovered man is a symbol of Christ.
11:8 - For man is not from woman, but woman from man.
Here we find the divine order of creation as seen in Genesis chapter one and two in all of its beauty and wisdom. In Genesis chapter 3 we discover that the Devil began manifesting himself by working in a rebellious way through the woman. Mankind had not produced any offspring before the environment of innocence and perfection was tragically ended. The woman, acting independent of the man, allowed herself to be deceived. How can God make it anymore obvious - that man and women need each other and must act accordingly and in unison, particularly as their children are observing?
11:9 - Nor was man created for the woman, but woman for the man.
Again, as in verse 8, we have the divine prerogative. These two verses (8 and 9) are a glimpse of our Lord and His bride the assembly. When something is created for something else, it is meant to supplement and or fill a need for the target or object of why it was created.
11:10 - For this reason the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels.
Symbols are for the Saints and the heavenly beings to appreciate. The world cannot do so as seen in our Lord’s statement in Matthew 7:6 and the Holy Spirits statement in 1 Corinthians 2:14. This is also a clear statement on "this symbol" not being cultural - Angels indeed watch over all of God's people (Ps 34:7) and is another reason for the woman's covered head in the assembly.
11:11 - Nevertheless, neither is man independent of woman, nor woman independent of man in the Lord.
The dependency here is emphasized as in the Lord which is clearly seen in creation and procreation. We also see the undisputed necessity of both man and woman being and functioning in the Lord - they are a picture of the bridegroom and the bride of Ephesians 5 and Revelation 19.
11:12 - For as woman came from man, even so man also comes through woman; but all things are from God.
In the beginning, the woman came from the man (is of the man in the KJV), but since that time all men came from women (the man is also by/through the woman). All things of God strongly declare divine creation and origin. It is most interesting to note that the woman was created from a part of man (rib) that is nearest his heart, not from a piece of his head that he might "Lord it over her", or from a piece of his foot that he might trample her under, but from near his heart that he might love and cherish her.
11:13 - Judge among yourselves, is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered?
The question raised is continuing the apostle's appeal from creation order. Divine wisdom has made sex role distinctions! The "natural covering" of the woman is here alluded to (the long hair). It would be obvious to the careful student of scripture that even though man's hair can grow long; it was not created long. Therefore, the appeal to nature in verse 14.
11:14 - Does not even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor to him?
The word "even" translates E and serves to highlight an interrogation. When used with OUDE the interrogation is completed in the negative, "does not even" nature itself teach you...... The man dishonors himself by having long hair (God's order for the woman), and obvious shame when compared to the natural order in creation.
When we look at nature (including the animal kingdom), we are graphically reminded that we are distinctly and wonderfully different. The human male is not the most beautiful, or the one with the longest hair as we so often find in the animal kingdom. He alone bears the unique mark of having provided the necessary "material" (a rib) to create his helper (the one he loves). He is the one directly responsible to God for his wife and family. What a beautiful and fitting picture of Christ giving himself for His bride, the Church!
Also, the natural instinct of mankind is to think of a man with shorter hair than a woman. Even in remote tribes of Africa, the average man is prone to shear his hair and the average woman is prone to let her’s grow. It is simply the natural way to live their lifestyle. It has been claimed that if you selected any group of men and women and simply let their hair grow, the woman's hair would buy far outgrow the man's hair (on the average)
11:15 - But if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her; for her hair is given to her for a covering.
By contrast and continuing the appeal to nature (God's natural order by creation), we see that a woman having long hair (Greek KOMA or KOME) does not dishonor herself. To the contrary, it is a glory to her and is her natural covering. Therefore, we see the woman having a second covering which is ordained of God. Her long hair is given her for a covering (Greek PERIBOLAION, and means literally "thrown around"). It should be noticed that "hair" in the last part this verse translates the same Greek word as "long hair" in the first clause. The 1611 as well as the NKJV translation failed to consistently translate this word. It can be clearly understood that her "longhair", not just "hair", is given her for a covering. The other covering is mentioned in previous verses and is a translation ofKATAKALUPTO (in varied forms) meaning to “cover down.“ Thus we have two coverings for the woman, with nature in cooperation with God’s plan in headship (symbolically).
11:16 - But if anyone seems to be contentious, we have no such custom, nor do the churches of God.
"Seems to be contentious" has been a puzzling statement as it is linked with "we have no such custom". The word contentious translatesPHILONEIKOS and is a strengthened form of NEIKOS, meaning "to contend" (not athletic contending), and the full form means "loving to contend" or "fond of contending". There is no place in the Lord's assembly for this kind of disorder. The verse does not mean, as some would have us believe, that if a person in the assembly is contentious about the truth of headcovering, that we should delete that matter. Such a notion is bizarre. Nowhere in God's word does he ignore a contentious spirit, "by sweeping it under the carpet". It is simply not a characteristic to be seen in a child of God - that of loving to be contentious!
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	Section 3 :: Verses 17- 34 :: Head Remembering
	 


Notes:
We now have the beginning of the last section of the chapter before us. It is "Head Remembering" and our Lord Jesus is the head that we remember. The Lord's supper focuses on the bread and the cup as symbols of our Lord's body and blood. There are three general views of the bread and the cup. One view holds that when the bread and the cup are blessed by a priest both are supernaturally changed into the actual body and blood of our Lord Jesus. That view is called transubstantiation. Another view is quite similar but differs in one main feature. Instead of the supernatural change producing the actual body and blood of our Lord, it brings the Lord with those elements (the bread and the cup). This view is called consubstantiation. The correct view (supported by the context of scripture) holds that the bread and the cup are simple, but meaningful symbols of our Lord's body and blood. (See verse 24 below)
11:17 - Now in giving these instructions I do not praise you, since you come together not for the better but for the worse.
The apostle states his case that their gatherings were "for the worse". He had praised them earlier (verse 2) but now must reprove them.
11:18 - For first of all, when you come together as a Church, I hear that there are divisions among you, and in part I believe it.
"First of all" does not indicate that what he had previously said was not connected with assembling together or an assembly. As was stated earlier in connection with verse 10; symbols are not for the world to consider but for the Saints and the heavenlies to appreciate. Such is obviously for an assembly meeting. Therefore "first of all" has to do with what they had been doing wrong as an assembly. "Principles" were dealt with earlier in versus 3-16. Now he has to bring rebuke for wrong " practice". Division is deadly and must be dealt with. He had previously addressed division in chapters 1 and 3, but now must bring to bear upon their minds, division in a specific meeting of the assembly, namely, the Lord's supper.

11:19 - For there must also be factions among you, that those who are approved may be recognized among you.
Heresies (factions) are "parties" or "cliques" within the assembly and they are the opposite of unity. "Heresy" is a Greek word that has been Anglicanized. The Greek word HAIRESIS means choice. Someone would make a choice about something pertaining to the Christian life and when that was "pushed", others would then "get on the bandwagon" or "join the cause", and a sect was formed. "Those who are approved may be recognized" appears to be part of the negative that God was declaring through Paul. Therefore, heresy among them was wrong. Therefore, he says in vs.18 "first of all...there are divisions...", and now here in verse 19 it is like saying "and secondly, since there are divisions, there must also be factions, so that those who are the favorite/accepted ones of each faction are easily recognized - It was to their shame because God is no respecter of persons!"
11:20 - Therefore when you come together in one place, it is not to eat the Lord’s supper.
The coming together (mentioned five times in this last section of the chapter) was not to eat the Lord’s supper from heaven's indictment or point of view.
11:21 - For in eating, each one takes his own supper ahead of others; and one is hungry and another is drunk.
Another expression of fleshly "self" displaying an appalling lack of unity. Their "taking before" was a total disregard for others andorder. The Greek word METHUEI is used for intoxication and proves their lack of restraint. Little wonder the Lord had said, "it is not to eat the Lord’s supper" in verse 20
11:22 - What! Do not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the Church of God and shame those who have nothing? What shall I say unto you? Shall I praise you in this? I do not praise you.
The stern rebuke was for their lack of esteem of the Lord's supper, having turned that holy experience into a common meal. Also, those who had little were put into a sphere of shame by those who had much. How different from the early days of the Lord's assembly where all shared commonly, as seen in the early chapters of the Acts. Paul, (prompted by the Holy Spirit) could not praise them for such thoughtless behavior.
11:23 - For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which he was betrayed took bread;
Paul's authority was always the Lord and/or from the Lord. The Lord's supper which he had taught the Corinthians to observe, had come to him by divine revelation. Its origin was clearly from God. The supper was dated with the night He was betrayed. Though it was the night he was taken as a criminal, the Holy Spirit links that beginning with the betrayal of Judas Iscariot. How dreadful is, and will be, Judas' suffering in hell and the lake of fire.
11:24 - and when he had given thanks, He broke it and said, "take, eat; this is my body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me". 
The order the Lord Jesus established was His giving of thanks first, then the breaking of the bread, and then the command to take, eat. The one loaf of bread is symbolic of the one human body of our blessed Lord. A sinless body in and of itself. He took our sins in his own body that he might bear them away! The obvious symbolism is clear from his statement "this is my body" (Greek TOUTO MOU ESTI TO SOMA --Paul's Greek differs from Matthews (26:26), only in the position of MOU, in the phrase where Matthew declares TOUTO ESTI TO SOMA MOU). This statement is proof that neither transubstantiation or consubstantiation are biblical. They are the inventions of religious minds without knowing the truth of God. In transubstantiation some religious groups teach that the bread and winemiraculously "become" the actual body and blood on the Lord Jesus. GINOMAI means "to become, or come into existence". However, the Holy Spirit used ESTI rather than GINOMAI meaning that the elements are considered symbolic. No one can turn the bread and wine into the actual body and blood of our Lord. A different religious group teaches a similar thing but they take the position that the Lord Jesus is present "with" the bread and the cup. The eating of the bread was to be done EIS ("unto" rather than "in") the remembrance of Him.
11:25 - In the same manner He also took the cup after supper saying, this cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do as often as you drink it in remembrance of me.
"In the same manner", gives us a repeat of verse 24, but this time the blood of our Lord Jesus is symbolically expressed by the term "this cup" (or fruit of the vine). The Greek order of words is most interesting at this point. TOUTO TO POTERION HE KAINE DIATHEKE ESTIN EN TO EMO HAIMATI. This is the cup of the New Testament (or covenant) IT IS IN MY BLOOD. Also, OSAKIS (an adverbial form of OSOS) can be translated "as long as". Clearly it is to be done until he comes. It is not here that we prove that the supper is to be taken each week, but rather in Acts 20: 6-7, where we find it was on the first day of the week. Seeing Luke was not inspired to tell us which "first day" (52 exist in our modern calendar), we can clearly understand each first day is meant. In this emblem we see the provision for the forgiveness of all mankind--He willingly shed his blood for ALL! (See 2 Corinthians 5:19, 1 Tim. 2:4-6, Hebrews 10:29, 2 Peter 2: 1-3, 1 John 2: 1-2.)
11:26 - For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till he comes.
It is here that we learn one of the purposes of eating the Lord’s supper, to show (or proclaim) the Lord's death till he comes. His death is the apex of God's judgments against sin and sins. Also from this verse in the Greek New Testament, we realize the bread can be eitherleavened or unleavened. When the definite article is used with a substantive, the character or quality of the substantive is not the emphasis. Without the definite article, the character and quality of the substantive are emphasized, focused upon. John 1:1 is clear proof of that Greek grammar rule, "the word was God", showing the deity of our Lord Jesus. As for the cup, the contents can be new wine(unfermented grape juice - see Isaiah 65: 8 and our Lord's comment in Matthew 9:17) or wine. The reason being the same as with the bread, the definite article is used with the substantive proving that the content of the cup as to its character, is not focused upon. The Greek order of words can be literally translated, "for as often as you eat the bread this, and the cup this, you may drink." Sadly, brethren have fought many verbal battles over this issue, some demanding the bread must be leavened and others taking the opposite view. As to the cup, the same amount of heated arguments have been generated, some demanding the contents must be unfermented grape juice while others demand it must be wine. May the Lord deliver us from such senseless argumentation. The Holy Spirit has spoken clearly, giving liberty for either leavened or unleavened bread and fermented or unfermented fruit of the vine. May God help us to do what is right.
11:27 - Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.
The adverbial form of the word "worthy" is used rather than the adjective, and thereby the manner in which the supper is partaken of is the issue. Our Lord is worthy (see chapters four and five of revelation) and we are to eat and drink the symbols of the Lord's body and blood in a worthy manner. A person who fails to do so has been judged as guilty of the body and blood of the Lord, meaning they have not counted the sacredness of His sacrifice. What a horrendous crime.
11:28 - But let a man and examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.
The examination is with a view to eating and drinking, not abstaining from the Lord’s supper. We suggest that both our position and path come into view when we examine ourselves. The apostle demands a look at our position ("examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith" - 2 Corinthians 13: 5). A look back at the reality of a born-again experience will warm the heart as we view the time and place that we came to the Lord. A concurrent examination of our path with God is also appropriate. Am I walking in fellowship with him? That is most important. When both aspects are in the positive sense, the supper can be taken properly.
11:29 - For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drink judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.
It is here that we get further enlargement of the guilt stated in verse 27. It is not discerning the Lord's body. Our Lord said "a body have you prepared for me" (Hebrews 10:5). It was in that body that He demonstrated who and what God is like and his perfection and sinlessness were most apparent. Having qualified to be the sacrifice, he offered himself in that body. The sin of this verse is the same as verse 27, but with further qualification of the participant of the supper failing to see and appreciate the awesomeness of such a sacrifice, thereby condemning himself.
11:30 - For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep.
The weak and sickly are in danger of sleep. The word translated "weak" is variously rendered "sick, weak, impotent, without strength", and appears to be stressing physical weakness and "sickly" translates a word that is exclusively rendered "sick/sickly". Sleep is indicative of death as it is used metaphorically. See our Lord’s usage in John 11:11 and Paul’s usage in this letter.(1 Cor. 15:6, 18, 20, 51.)
11:31 - For if we would judge ourselves we would not be judged.
"Judge ourselves" is an expression which uses the Greek word DIAKRINO, a strengthened form of KRINO, and very literally can be translated "judging through". However, it is variously rendered "discern, doubt, contend, staggered, judge, making a difference, wavering, and partial.". The apostle is telling us that we need to discern any problems in our lives and deal with them properly so we would not have to be judged by the saints.
11:32 - But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world.
The Lord's judgment is for the purpose of chastening His people for their benefit and His glory. The word for "chasten" in root form is translated "little children" in 1 John 2:13. There it has the sense of trainable children. Here it is in the verb form and means the Lord is educating his children so we will not be linked with the world in its condemnation.
11:33 - Therefore, my brethren, when you come together to eat, wait for one another.
"Come together" in our context was with a view to eating the Lord supper and demands that we do so together in fellowship (having things in common). Therefore we eat in concert, waiting one for another. The Lord gave us the clear example in Matthew 26:26-30, Mark 14:22-26, and Luke 22:19-20.
11:34 - But if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, lest you come together for judgment. And the rest I will set in order when I come.
As the Holy Spirit closes this section, His clear admonition was if hunger is a person’s passion or desire, he or she should satisfy that desire at home, not in the assembly. By eating the Lord supper with such a motive, the action would be condemned. Paul purposes to give more instruction during his next visit.
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	Verse by Verse
	 


12:1 - Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant:
The subject changes abruptly to that of gifts. The word "spiritual" is plural in the Greek and "gifts" is in italics. This is a clear case for the "added" word being proper; the following verses will prove such to be so.
12:2 - You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were lead.
Their past was entrenched in idols, and as Gentiles, that was rather common in their day.
12:3 - Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.
Each believer is to be filled with the Holy Spirit so that all spiritual exercise is under the Spirit’s control. When this is so, no one will call Jesus accursed (perhaps some in that day were doing so). It is equally true that no one can say "Lord Jesus" unless he or she is in (Greek word EN) the sphere of the Spirit’s control.
12:4 - There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.
In these verses (4-6) we see the triune God involved in this rich subject. The Holy Spirit, who is the giver of these gifts, gives a diversity of gifts. Such is fitting because of a variety of need in the body of Christ
12:5 - There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord.
"Differences" translates the same Greek word as "diversities" in verses 4 and 6. "Ministries" (administrations in the KJV) translates the Greek word for "deacon" and "service" in their varied noun and verb forms. All service is to be "unto the Lord". See Eph. 5:19 and Col. 3:23.
12:6 - And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all.
Diversities of activities tells us that there are varied energies, but only one God who energizes all in all. The Greek word for "activities" (operations in the KJV) is used only one other time. It is found in verse 10 of this chapter translated "working".
12:7 - But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all.
An “outward evidencing” of the Spirit to each one in the body of Christ is obviously for the purpose of common benefit in divine things. This is accomplished through the exercise of spiritual gifts toward one another.
12:8-10 - For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another of the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.
The nine gifts listed in these 3 verses are all supernatural in character.
1. Word of wisdom is the proper application of true knowledge.

2. Word of knowledge is true and proper information of needed facts.

3. Faith is of that type that moves trees and mountains. Notice our Lord's words in Luke 17:6 and 
Matt. 21:21.
Elijah had faith to ask God to stop the rain and it happened as requested (James 5:17) and prayed again for it to start, and it did so as requested (James 5:18). Keep in mind that every believer can exercise faith but this, as mentioned in the chapter overview, was a supernatural gift and was therefore different.

4. Gifts of healings (plural). This ability was promised in our Lord's commission in Mark 16:18 and practiced in the Acts. (see Acts 3:1-16; 5:15-16; 9:33-34; 14:8-10, and others). There appears to be no exception to any particular disease, (unlike the carefully selected "healing" activities of imposters today).

5. Working of miracles is seen in the classic sense in the life of our Lord (water into wine, feeding the 5,000 and the
4,000, Peter walking on the water and others). In the Acts we notice Stephen in 6:8 and Phillip in 8:6. There are others as well.

6. Prophecy was the ability not only to tell forth the truth from God, but to foretell the future (see Agabus in Acts 11:28 and 21:10-11).

7. Discerning of Spirits was the ability to distinguish what was of God and what was not of God (see Acts 16:16-18).Paul could discern that, though the statement of the young woman was true, it came from an evil spirit.

8. Different kinds of tongues (languages). This was foretold by our Lord in Mark 16:17 and seen in Acts chapters 2, 10, and 19.It is perhaps best observed in Acts 2:1-11. In this passage we see that the disciples not only spoke in other languages that they had not previously learned, but spoke them in the proper dialect of the listeners as though they themselves had been born in or were native to that very region. In the KJV, we see that tongues in verses 4 and 11 of Acts chapter 2 translates GLOSSAIS. "Language" in verse 6 and "tongue" in verse 8 translates DIALEXTO. It was the fact that Galileans would have had a different accent (dialect) that brought about the amazement of the crowd, not so much that Galileans could speak another language. To this day, people are identified as to their region of the United States by their dialect. Therefore, this gift had a double aspect: Language and dialect. The so-called "tongues" of our modern day are not of this type and are therefore not the supernatural gift of the Holy Spirit. A glance at Judges 12:4-6 will help in understanding this matter of dialect (accent).

9. Interpretation of tongues (languages) was a gift that we do not see exercised in the Acts account. It was, however, supernatural and therefore gave the recipient the ability to interpret a language, though having never learned it. We shall see clearly in 1 Cor. 14 that the tongues (languages) and the interpretation thereof were not of this type (i.e., not supernatural in character but humanly acquired) and therefore had to be under rules given by the Holy Spirit at the hand of Paul.

12:11 - But one and the same spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.
The Spirit not only gave these supernatural abilities but He implemented them in each believer’s life in a sovereign way. This was to bring glory to the Lord Jesus by universally distributing gifts, administrations (services), and operations (workings) in their lives.
12:12 - For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 
The physical body of a person is used as an illustration to understand the spiritual body of Christ. The unity of the Body of Christ, though made up of many members, is evident in the positional sense and should also be in the practical sense.
12:13 - For by one spirit we were all baptized into one body; whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free; and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.
A literal translation of this verse shows it to be in harmony with six other verses on the subject of baptism in the spirit (Matt. 3:11;Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33; Acts 1:5 and 11:16). The Lord Jesus is the undisputed "baptizer" and the Holy Spirit is the one in whom we saints in this dispensation are immersed unto (or with a view to) one body. That took place on the day at Pentecost shortly after our Lord's ascension to glory. Please consider a literal translation of the first part of that verse. "And in (not by or with) one Spirit we all, unto (with a view to) one body, were baptized". The KJV & NKJV puts it as though the Holy Spirit was the baptizer; however a literal rendering gives the correct meaning and is therefore in harmony with all the other six passages showing the Lord Jesus to be the baptizer. The four entities necessary to complete baptism are the baptizer, the baptized, the element, and the purpose (see Matt. 3:11 as it presents water baptism for all four of the above-mentioned). We find the first three of these entities as baptism relates to the Holy Spirit in the previous passages before we come to 1 Cor. 12:13. It is only there that we get the fourth entity (purpose). The purpose clearly was to form the one body of Christ (a spiritual body) and this was accomplished by our Lord on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2). It is not an experience that we sense. It is tantamount to our being crucified, buried, and raised with the Lord Jesus (see Gal. 2:20, Romans 6:4-6, and Col. 2:12 and 3:1).
12:14 - For in fact the body is not one member but many.
As has been well stated by another, we think of variety when gifts come to mind, we think of the unity when body comes to mind, and we think a multiplicity when members come to mind. Therefore, in this verse we see not only the body (characterized by unity), but members (characterized by many).
12:15 - If the foot should say, "because I am not a hand, I am not of the body", is it therefore not of the body?
The answer to the question is - it is of the body even though the foot is not the hand.
12:16 - and if the ear should say, "because I am not an eye, I am not of the body," is it therefore not all the body?
The same is true of this verse as the previous one.
12:17 - If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling?
All members are needed for complete body functions.
12:18 - But now God has set the members, each of them, in the body just as He pleased.
The body's design is perfect because of the designer. He "sets the members in the body" according to his own sovereign purpose and will.
12:19 - And if they were all one member, where would the body be?
The body would be null and void of its multipurpose design if all were one member.
12:20 - But now indeed there are many members, yet one body
The unity, in the sphere of multiplicity, is achieved by divine design.
12:21 - And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need a you"; nor again the head to the feet "I have no need of you".
No member of the body is to be independent of others and all members are to be codependent upon each other. Even these parts that appeared to be the same (like two eyes, two hands, etc.) are totally different in that they are seen as complementary opposites. What if both thumbs were on the right side of each hand? Once more, undeniable proof of an infinite design!
12:22 - No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary.
God has placed an intrinsic value on all members and what seems to be true from a mere human perspective may not necessarily be so. Our evaluations are not divine-- unless in the true light of God's word.
12:23 - And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty.
In our human reasoning, we find our thinking to be opposite, or contrary, to that which is functionally proper. We then make adjustments.
12:24 - But our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it,
The Creator, with infinite wisdom and power, brought about a functional balance in the body while preserving a pleasing appearance.
12:25 - that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another.
Unity (not uniformity), as mentioned before, was in God's mind for the body. The common, mutual care of all for each other is His will. The body functions together in perfect harmony and unity and yet not one part looks or acts exactly like the other - instead they look-out for each other and act in concert with each other.
12:26 - And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all members rejoice with it.
The union of all members with one another (in Christ) brings about a universal sensitivity; thereby giving rise to universal harmony. Another evidence of divine design.
12:27 - Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.
The definite article (the) is not in the Greek text. The Corinthians were not the Body of Christ. They were (body of Christ) which speaks of their character. Such godly character should be evident in our lifestyle testimony to others. "Members individually" (or in particular) is stressing the individuality of all members of the body of Christ and their importance to God and all other members.
12:28 - And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, variety of tongues.
Notice who does the appointing! These are not things that men are to seek after or clamor for. The balance of God’s design is once more evident. We therefore see God's perfection of design and purpose in the listing of these gifts - some of a temporary nature (see chapter 13 on "cease"), and some that will continue through this entire age.
The first three on this list are "men who are gifts" and the others are "gifted men". The first three are also found in Ephesians 4:11-12 and are given by the Lord himself. It is here we see first, second and third. Notice that a fourth is not mentioned. This seems to be in keeping with the "triplet" characteristic of this section of the letter. Apostles were more than twelve in number, but twelve were originally chosen by the Lord. The Lord chose Paul later. It appears that the others referred to above were spoken of as apostles without the statement "called apostle" or.... "by the will of God" (Barnabas would be a clear example). The twelve seem to have had authority and power that others did not have.
1. The word apostle means "one sent from" or "one sent away from". Prophets, as well as apostles, seem to have possessed special powers. Notice Agabus in Acts 11 and Acts 21 where both times he predicted the future. Today, apostles and prophets would be men who are such in the secondary sense. An apostle today would be a man who would be like the "messengers (translated from the Greek APOSTOLOI) of the assemblies" (2nd Cor. 8:23).

2. Prophet means "for-tell" -- in the primary sense is telling forth the future and in the secondary sense is telling forth God's message without the predictive characteristic. A prophet today would have only the ability to "tell forth” a message for God. Bible prophets spoke both of future events (with 100 percent accuracy) and ministered to the current needs of the saints as led by God.

3. Teachers not only had to know God's word but be able to communicate it so the saints could understand it. This may be public (platform), private (family) or one-on-one teaching. 
4. Miracles would be the ability, like our Lord had, to turn water into wine or to take a handful of food and feed thousands.

5. Gifts of healings (in the plural) were demonstrated by the Lord and his apostles (even deacons). It was when people received instant healing for all kinds of diseases and infirmities. At one point, people even tried to "be in" the shadow of Peter because thegift was so obvious, unmistakable and consistent. Does God heal today? - absolutely, but not through any gift that a man has - instead through his own sovereign will and time, and through the prayer/prayers of his saints.

6. Helps is a more silent gift and it literally translates "taken against". A person with this gift had the ability to discern when someone else was about to have a spiritual fall. They would then "take themselves up against" that person to keep them from falling.

7. Administrations (governments) is that ability that overseers exercise when they have been placed by the Holy Spirit to "steer" the assembly around the "storms above and the reefs beneath." The word translated administrations is used only two other times (Acts 27:11 & Rev. 18:17) and refers to one who steers a ship.

8. Varieties of tongues (languages) was the gift that enabled a person to speak fluently a human language which he had never learned, and do so in the dialect of the person(s) hearing him speak. See Acts 2: 4-8 and notice that the Greek word dialecto was used in verses 6 and 8. This matter of dialect was demonstrated in Israel during the "civil" war in Judges 12: 5-6. The test was to get the individual to say Shibboleth. If the person pronounced the word Sibboleth, he was identified as an Ephraimite and was instantly killed.

12:29 - Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 
Rhetorical questions that have an obvious answer - in this case, an emphatic no
12:30 - Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret?
Here again we have an obvious and emphatic answer of no! The emphasis here seems to be on the "gift(s)" of healing/tongues etc. as opposed to healing performed directly by God without the intervention of man. Our God is still (and always has been) a healing God. We on the contrary are not now blessed with the gift of "performing" healing/languages (tongues) as Christians once were before the completed Word of God was made available. When there was not yet a written word of the new "covenant" from which to prove Himself, and validate the message of Christ, God used these gifts to authenticate His verbal "new covenant" Word which was being propagated from the mouths of the apostles and others at that time. In its original form, God's word was (and is) so complete and so perfect (and we do believe this don't we?) that we need no additional miraculous authentication to prove it is indeed His precious Word. It has been proven and authenticated beyond any reasonable doubt!
12: 31 - But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.
Basic common sense should raise a question as to how these two thoughts fit together and make any good useful sense. Earnestly desire (or covet earnestly) translates the verb in the present tense and the indicative mood. Since the indicative mood is a statement of fact, not a command, it means they were doing something that needed correction. This correction will be given as the letter continues into chapter 13. If we are already desiring the so-called "best" gifts (first sentence), then how can we be shown a "better" way (second sentence)? Therefore, it should be rendered as a statement of fact "you are earnestly desiring the so-called best gifts; shame on you; let me show you a more excellent way" - as if to say "there is no such thing as one gift being better than another." Anytime we think we have something better than someone else, we can become puffed-up with pride - is this what our God would promote?
It should be remembered that verse 11 of this chapter shows the sovereign act of the Holy Spirit in the giving of gifts. Therefore we are not to covet certain gifts because we should be content with what He gives. "Now godliness with contentment is great gain" (1 Tim. 6: 6). We believe that spiritual gifts are given at spiritual birth, not something to be sought after later, because it has already been given as a sovereign act. If God has already said that something is ours, how can we continue to beg for it - we have it because he said so - it would be a disgrace to not believe him. We simply need to learn contentment.
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	Verses 1-3 Overview
	 


We see in these three verses three things produced by the lack of love.
1. An unprofitable sound

2. An unprofitable saint

3. An unprofitable service

In verse one we see the utter futility of "speaking" without love. In verse two we see the utter futility of "having" without love. In verse three we see the utter futility of "giving" without love.
13:1 - Though I speak with tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging symbol.
Tongues equal languages! Wherever angels are recorded as speaking to mankind, they always speak in the same language (and likely dialect) as a person to whom they are speaking. So with this kind of consistency in Scripture, can we say that angels have a "special" language of their own? Hardly!
What ever I do, simply must be done in love - and if so, I will be forced to consider my brothers and sisters that they may be edified (built-up) rather than caused to be stumbled or confused. To encumber the saints of God with words they cannot directly understand is not according to the observed and recognized activity of the Holy Spirit as we find him operating in the New Testament.

13:2 - And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.
In this verse, it is the gift that is being emphasized. We can have prophecy, knowledge, understanding, etc., without exercising those abilities in love, and in doing so we become "nothing".
13:3 - And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.
The ultimate sacrifice of self followed the complete sacrifice of things, and yet the reward or profit was nothing, due to an unloving motive.
13:4-7 - Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices is in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
This is perhaps the most profound statement about the characteristics of love found in the Word of God. These characteristics, in our opinion, are not the same as a proper definition of love (agape). We do not feel adequate to properly define this word apart from saying "God is love" (1 John 4: 6 & 16). When someone says that they love someone else, it (that love) can be tested by this verse. The bearing, believing, hoping, and enduring "all things" comes from the "energy" of love. Here is one aspect of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23) and is the "key" characteristics of the Christian life. The "all things" here, are "all things" that are not contrary to the obvious mind of God as reflected elsewhere in God's holy word. The expression "all things" does not give the believer license to violate God's word in any way.
13:8 - Love never fails. But whether there be prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge it will vanish away.
The Holy spirit is here comparing that which will never fail with things that will fail (namely gifts). Remember, we have been talking about gifts thus far - it does not change here, else we can make little common sense of these phrases. Therefore we must maintain the context. The gift of prophecy, the gift of tongues (languages), and the gift of knowledge will fail, cease and vanish away. However, we certainly know by simple observation that men do prophesy (minister), God uses languages for his own glorification, and men study and prove to have great knowledge. But the gift of being able to utilize these upon immediate need has departed from us in our day.
13:9 - For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 
"Knowing in part and prophesying in part", as Paul (under the guidance of the Holy Spirit) penned this letter, was a clear confession that all of the mind of God for his people was not yet given. They did not have the "full counsel" of God at that time. And perhaps they were not yet able to read all the "letters" floating around between the early churches. As Paul continued serving, he was given more and more divine revelation. He received his last revelation while in prison at Rome. The same process of revelation would be true for Peter, James, and John etc. After God led the early church fathers to "wait" for all that he had in mind, it was then ready to be collected into a full and complete revelation (or counsel) of our mighty God. Since we really believe He is mighty, this was therefore no problem for Him to give us his eternal inerrant and powerful written Word.
13:10 - But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.
The Word "perfect" here literally means complete. It is in the neuter gender. We believe this clearly indicates the written Word of God, not the person of the Lord Jesus and his return. It could read - when that perfect Word of God is finally collected and assembled together (by the Holy Spirit) as a completed revelation of the mind of God for all mankind to read and learn, then the partial things we (1st century believers) now know will not be needed. The "partial things" (sign gifts which were of supernatural character) would be replaced by the "completed thing", God's Holy Word, perfect!

Paul was shown by the Holy Spirit (as the previous verse reflects) that "in part" was incomplete as it relates to the Mind of God for his people. The word "perfect" stands in sharp contrast to "part". The word "perfect" translates TELEIOS, which, as we mentioned earlier, has a function of "complete". The "bit by bit" revelation of God's mind through sign gifts (such as, word of knowledge, word of wisdom, prophecy, etc., etc.) would serve God's purpose for his Saints until, through progressive revelation, the completed revelation would be finally given (God breathed). That being accomplished, the "part" would be done away, there being no further need of such. The Bible, God's Holy Word, stands complete (perfect) today and has so stood for about nineteen centuries. Many believe that the expression "perfect is come" refers to the coming of our Lord in the air (rapture). We submit these objections--
1. The coming our Lord is not even hinted that in this chapter.

2. The final verse of chapter 12 introduces "a more excellent way". This is in obvious contrast to the Corinthians "earnestly desiring the best gifts" (which was wrong). Chapter 13 opens with speaking (or communicating). We can readily see that this chapter presents much about love and communication, not the coming of Christ.

3. The chapter contrasts things (not persons) that will abide this age and things that will not.

4. The word "complete" (perfect) is in the neuter gender. No other place in Scripture is the deity of Christ referred to in the neuter gender, so why would it be here.

5. If perfect refers to the second coming of Christ, then what does imperfect (or in part) refer to? The Lord Jesus was never "a part" (or in part, imperfect or incomplete), he was as complete (and perfect) at his first coming as he ever was or will be.

6. It would be a mute point for the Holy Spirit to tell us that only certain gifts would cease when Jesus returns, while others abide, (actually, it would be a lie) - don't all gifts cease at his returning? Only love abides for eternity (and it's not a gift)

7. What "authority" would the early brothers and Church Fathers have to collect the letters and writings of the New Testament together and upon what "authority" would they call them God's Word if it wasn't for this verse? Nowhere else is there any written implication to canonize" letters" into Scripture.

8. If this verse does not refer to the completed (collected together) cannon of the New Testament Scripture then we have an unauthorized New Testament.

Therefore, we submit that all the sign gifts ceased with the coming of "that which is perfect (complete)", God's completed revelation of His Mind to man, in written form. Does our God still reveal himself with power, understanding, wisdom, healing, languages, etc., - absolutely, but is now always through His precious Word and prayer, not by the special gifts (which he plainly declared would cease). The completion of His perfect written Word makes these gifts of "special revelation" unnecessary.
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	Verses 11 & 12 Overview
	 


In the next two verses the Holy Spirit gives two illustrations to help us understand what verse 10 means. Paul, through the Spirit, is contrasting "that which is perfect" (the completed, final and fully authoritative Scriptures of the New Testament), with "that which is in part" (the bit by bit revelation) of God’s mind. These things were from the Holy Spirit through the exercise of the gifts of prophecy, tongues and knowledge which he likens to a child. Having to depend upon prophecy, tongues, and knowledge for instruction and edification until the completed New Testament became available was similar to childhood in the experience of the church. 
But now that the church has grown up into manhood, so to speak, with a complete revelation given to it, it has "put away childhood things"; that is, it has set aside as superseded (KATERGEKA, same word as in verse 8) tongues, prophecies, and knowledge, as having no needful place in its adult life, and belonging only to its "childhood" requirements. 
Concerning the second illustration the apostle states: "for now (just now, at this present moment), we see through a mirror, indistinctly (dimly), but then distinctly (face-to-face). Now (just now) I know in part, but then I will know (understand) just as I also am known (understood)".
The apostle is comparing the state of the church before the New Testament scriptures were added (canonized) to the Old Testament scriptures, to a person looking into a mirror made of polished metal and which reflected only a blurred image. Partial revelation to various individuals by the gifts of prophecy, tongues, and knowledge (which provided the "infant" church a much- needed initial thrust), yielded only an imperfect (incomplete) understanding of divine truth. "But then I shall know" refers to the time when the New Testament revelation will become available and enable accurate and full comprehension of spiritual truth to everyone. This is like a person who opens his heart to a real close friend (face-to-face) and therefore clearly understands him, which is far above and beyond just physically looking into his face.
"Now I know in part," in fragmentary fashion, as a result of limited revelation possible through the exercise of the gifts of prophecy, knowledge, and tongues. "But then I shall know", fully and completely, because a complete written revelation will be available to me for personal study, "just as I also am known" by God who reveals my true condition through his Word.
13:11 - When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became man I put away childish things
The church here (as it is maturing or growing up) is being viewed similar to a child in the growing up stages. When we became adults, we did not forget our childhood lessons, we simply learned from them and now as adults we act differently because of what we have learned. And in doing so we have actually "put off" childish things. This illustration refers to the putting away of the sign gifts that were given in the church's infancy. As "adults", we do not require the same signs, symbols and assurances as we did when we were "children". Please notice that prophecy was spoken, tongues (or languages) were to be understood, and knowledge was involved in the thought process.
13:12 - For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face-to-face. Now I know in part, but then shall I know just as also I am known.
Seeing in a mirror dimly was the perspective of the Corinthians and others at that time. But when the light of God's Word increased, they could see God's complete counsel with total illumination. This is simply coming to realize through the illumination of God’s total Word that I can know him in a way that I could have never known before such a written Word was available. "Face-to-face" here should not be taken to mean a physical sighting of another’s face any more than the other references in Scripture meant. See Genesis 32:30 & Exodus 33: 11 - did Jacob or Moses die after "seeing the Lord face-to-face"? (Exodus 33: 20) - No (see also Numbers 12:8, 14:14; Duet. 4:11 - 15, 5: 4; 34:10 and Ezekial 20: 35) and so also here the “face-to-face” is a plain indication of closeness, openness, and full understanding. As stated in Exodus 33:11, "face-to-face" was "as a man speaks to his friend" - in other words, plain and clear communications. Is it not through God's completed Word that we are known and searched out? (See Hebrews 4:12). Without this Word would I be able to "know as I am known"? God's Word is his great searchlight for discerning, as well as the light for our pathway. We must not belittle his precious Word by acknowledging it as anything less than complete and perfect!
13:13 - And now abides faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
These will abide until He comes. The greatest is love and therefore it will never cease. The obvious reason that faith and hope will cease after the Lord comes is seen in Romans 8:24. They will be no longer needed. Our faith will have turned to sight and our hope will have been finally realized (and we surely wouldn't want to hope for anything better than Christ would we?). Only love will abide throughout all eternity!
So now it begins to make better sense - some gifts ceased because God completed his written Word, some gifts and/or characteristics will abide until Christ returns, but only love will endure forever. The inescapable implication is that we now receive revelation (by ordinary means) every time we study God's complete Word with prayer and supplication. Because his Word is so complete and so perfect, we do not need special gifts of knowledge, prophecy or tongues to hear God speaking to us through his written Word. Keep in mind that in this chapter the apostle is being inspired to contrast things that will abide this dispensation of grace and things that will not.
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	Verse by Verse
	 


14:1 - Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.
Pursue translates a Word of great force (DIOKO). It is in the imperative mood (meaning a command). Such pursuit is necessary if we would be successful in our spiritual exercise for the Lord and others. Yes, love is eternal, so learn it well. The word "gifts" is italicized meaning it is not in the original. The word "spiritual" is in the plural. To maintain the contextual flow from chapter 13, it appears that the Holy Spirit is literally saying that we should desire spirtuals and to be a spiritual people, holy before God. But just to be spiritual and holy for our own benefit is not enough, we must minister to others in love, or we will only have accomplished that which will make us proud. Think of it, ministering to the needs of others (to prophesy), what a precious ministry indeed.
14:2 - For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however in the spirit he speaks mysteries.
Paul, by the Holy Spirit, is saying that the man who speaks in a language unknown to the assembly is speaking to God. Obviously, no one hears him with understanding. Understand translates AKAOUO. In his own human spirit (the definite article is not in the Greek text), Not the Holy Spirit, he speaks mysteries.
14:3 - But he who prophesieth speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. 
Isn't this what we should desire? Without this, our gathering together has no purpose or meaning! This threefold purpose of spiritual ministry in the local assembly is stated here - to build-up - stir-up - and cheer-up. It should be pointed out that the word edify used here, is the first of seven times in this chapter, and proves to be a primary demand of the Holy Spirit through the apostle. It is as if the Holy Spirit is asking that this "test" (i.e. is it edifying?) be passed first! Edification seems to be the great goal of the chapter.
14:4 - He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church.
If our focus is on Christ Jesus our Lord, there will be no room or time for self. If there is no room or time to lift-up self, then there will be no thought or need for speaking in a language known only to the speaker. Interestingly enough, our Lord Jesus Christ never exhibited the practice of speaking in a language to others that they did not understand. His abilities were always manifested in perfection. Perhaps it would behoove us to concentrate on being more like Christ.
14:5 - I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification.
Paul could not, by the Spirit, be desiring that all the believers would have the gift of tongues (languages). If so, it would contradict what the spirit said (and desired) in chapter 12:30 where the obvious answer to the rhetorical question is NO. He is however, desiring that they would be multilingual for whatever benefit there may be. However, once more, prophesying is of more value in an assembly meeting than speaking in a foreign language, unless the foreign language is interpreted for the assembly's understanding. It is only then that any hope of edification could possibly take place.
14:6 - But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in tongues, what shall I profit you unless I speak to you either by revelation, by knowledge, by prophesying, or by teaching?
These four avenues (revelation, knowledge, prophesying and teaching) of communicating spiritual food to the saints, if spoken in a language unknown, would be of no value unless the interpretation was given. The Saints must understand or no edification can take place. It is very likely that the carnal Corinthians were elated by the ability of some to speak an "unknown" tongue (Language). Remember, this is the same group of Christians that was proud of immorality being openly practiced among them (see chapter 5).
14:7-8 - Even things without life, whether flute or harp, when they make a sound, unless they make a distinction in the sound, how will it be known what is piped or played? For if the trumpet makes an uncertain sound who will prepare himself for battle?
A very good example, demonstrating that even in the material realm, the sounds being made must be distinguishable to be understood. How humbling this is to think that these "dumb" instruments are rendered of no value if they are not played with mind engaged (intelligence). If God designed our vocal cords and gave us a brain to drive them with understanding, doesn't it makes sense to use them in this way unless he sees fit to give us another language understandable by a "foreign" listener.
14:9 - So likewise you, unless you utter by the tongue words easy to understand, how will it be known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the air.
What a summary - this should make us all tremble before our God when we think of ministering His Word in a degrading or confusing way. Is there anyone who would want to speak the oracle's of God into the air so that no one can understand? God forbid! What is candidly clear from this verse is that the Corinthian is giving the utterance. Equally clear is a fact that in Acts 2:4 the Holy Spirit gave the utterance. The gift of tongues (languages) was manifested in Acts 2:4, 6, 8 & 11. When it is the supernatural gift of tongues, the Spirit always gives the utterance.
14:10 - There are, it may be, so many kinds of languages in the world, and none of them is without significance.
Here, as well as in other places, all languages (tongues) are obviously significant to those who know them.
14:11 - Therefore, if I do not know the meaning of the language, I shall be a foreigner to him who speaks, and he who speaks will be a foreigner to me.
Once more the need for interpretation is apparent. The Holy Spirit is never the author of confusion among saints. In Genesis 11 the languages were confounded so they did not understand one another’s speech. Such should never be the case in the Lord’s assembly. If you have ever traveled to a foreign country, or have been involved with foreign students in your home, you can vividly understand what this means.
14:12 - Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel.
Spiritual gifts translates the word for "spirits". It seems a bit uncertain what the Corinthians were zealous for, but whatever it was, they were exhorted to excel in edifying the assembly.
14:13 - Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret.
This is not praying for the (supernatural) gift of interpretation of tongues (languages). The reason should be clear - such gifts are given by the sovereign act of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:11). It is however; prayer to learn the language of the assembly so all can be edified.
14:14 - For if I pray at a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful.
What Paul by the spirit is not saying is most important. He is not saying he does not know what he is praying. He is saying that he is in contact with God (who is Spirit) by his spirit. However his intellect mind (Greek NOUS) is not bearing fruit for the assembly - therefore, no one can say AMEN at his giving of thanks (see verse 16). The word "understanding" is misleading in this verse - think of mind/intellect instead. The speaker’s intellect mind was not bearing fruit for the benefit of others who did not understand his language (tongue).
14:15 - What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding.
He is saying that his prayer in the assembly is both the spiritual contact with God (who understands all languages) and an intellectual contact with the assembly, because he speaks a language the assembly understands. The same is true of his singing.
14:16 - Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies the place of the uninformed say "Amen" at your giving of thanks, since he does not understand what you say?
This verse, in its obvious clarity, shows if one blesses with the spirit (his human spirit), the people who do not know the language (those occupying the place of the uninformed) cannot say Amen at his giving of thanks because they do not understand (Greek OIDA) what is said. Keep in mind that “blessing with the spirit” is referring to his own human spirit and is a spiritual contact with God but not intelligent to the assembly.
14:17 - For you indeed give thanks well, but the other is not edified.
The reason once more is obvious; the other does not understand the language of your prayer - what a sad loss -- not edified!
14:18 - I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all;
Paul, under the leading of the Holy spirit, is telling them by this statement that he has learned many languages (NOT talking about the gift of tongues), even more than all the Corinthians. He used these in his many travels for the Lord in spreading the gospel. We know that he spoke Greek, Hebrew and Latin. He likely spoke several other languages.
14:19 - yet in the church I would rather speak five words with my understanding, that I may teach others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue.
Understanding translates NOUS (the intellect mind) once again and "in a tongue" (literally ENGLOSSA) means in a language unknown to the assembly (not an unknown or mystical language). The New Testament scriptures were written in Greek and embody a built-in mathematical pattern of sevens which is an obvious stamp of inspiration by our creator God who created all things in six days and rested the seventh. This pattern is woven into the very fabric of the original writings and demonstrates the infinite wisdom and power of God. The sad tragedy of trying to communicate in a language not understood is highlighted in this verse by the Holy Spirit using the mathematical comparison of ten thousand to five.
14:20 - brethren, do not be children in understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in understanding be mature.
"Grow up" is the admonition. Children are not only devoid of much understanding but are also incapable of taking it in. Babies are not old enough to have “nurtured up” malice in their minds like adults.
14:21 - In the law is written: "with men of other tongues and other lips I will speak to this people; and yet for all that, they will not hear Me" says the Lord.
This verse is the prelude to verse 22. The Holy Spirit uses Isaiah 28:11-12 to show that an invading army coming against Israel would be speaking in "tongues" and Jeremiah 5:15 gives more insight into this matter.
14:22 - therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophesying is not for unbelievers but for those who believe.
Acts 2:1 - 11 is abundant evidence of tongues (languages) being a sign. It must be noticed that the languages the apostles spoke were the languages (GLOSSAS) of the various nations from which the thousands of Jews had come. Also, and of even more significance, the precise dialect of each language was uttered so that each person heard his language in his own dialect (see Acts 2:6 & 8). What a miracle! We see the gift of tongues was certainly not appropriate for assembly gatherings. However “to prophesy” is the preferred tool of the Holy Spirit to edify those who gather to be ministered unto.
14:23 - Therefore if the whole church comes together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those who are uninformed or unbelievers, will they not say that you out of your mind?
Notice the term "whole church" indicating a corporate gathering. If those ministering are speaking in a foreign language, how will those who do not know that language understand, and unbelievers, what will they think? Spiritually dead people do not understand spiritual things (1 Corinthians 2:14). So if they come to a meeting of the assembly, they need to know what is being said if any hope exists that they may understand and be saved. Speaking words not understood by strangers/unbelievers will be a bad testimony for the assembly. The Holy Spirit is demonstrating the importance of conducting ourselves with “understanding”, especially in regards to what the unbelievers see, and what they are there to learn. Our purpose is to win them to Christ, not alienate them or scare them away! If this is important within our assembly gatherings, how much more is it important outside in the day-to-day world.
14:24 - But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all.
Telling forth a message from God (prophesying) will bring forth the desired effect and God can be glorified and the saints edified and the non-Christian can benefit. This is the mind of God as seen elsewhere in Scripture.
14:25 - And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and report that God is truly among you.
The characteristics of the word of God are quite clear in Hebrews 4:12. The Word knows us better than anything, therefore the Word spoken in the power of the Holy Spirit will bring forth much fruit and thereby identify God in the midst.
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	Verses 26-40 Overview
	 


This section has sometimes been cited as reflecting one particular type of all-inclusive meeting as opposed to many different meetings "whenever" you assemble together. To use this as a definition of all the required elements of any one particular meeting would be quite an accomplishment. The very first phase draws our attention to what has just been previously stated. So, based on what has just been said (which relates to worship in verse 25, prophesying in 24, tongues/languages in 20-23, understanding in 19, thanksgiving in 17, blessing in 16, prayer and 13-14, etc.), we could easily conclude that these various elements are to be present at various meetings as appropriate to orderly conduct.
14:26 - How is it then brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a Psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.
The Corinthians were zealous but confusion would occur if their zeal was displayed without wisdom. However, if wisdom was exercised, all things would be done for maximum edification.
14:27 - If anyone speaks in a tongue let there be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let one interpret.
The wisdom of this simple admonition! The reason for a maximum of three speaking a foreign language in any one meeting is because of lack of time (the message has to be spoken twice) and such can be a bit wearying to the Lord's people. It must also be conducted in an orderly fashion.
14:28 - But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in the church, and let him speak to himself into God.
Before any man attempts to minister to the assembly from God's Word, he needs absolute assurance that there is some man who can interpret his message if it will be spoken in a language not known to the assembly. If no interpreter is present then he can be edified by private contact with God in silent prayer and personal meditation.
14:29 - Let two or three prophets speak and let the others judge.
As long as the prophesying is given (obviously in the language of the assembly) two or three can speak. The brothers in the congregation will judge (Greek - DIAKRINETOSAN). This means a thorough scrutinizing of all that is said so all will benefit (be edified).
14:30 - But if anything is revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent.
There will always be room for God to use any brother who has something from the Lord for his people. This should obviously be someone who is recognized as one who can minister. "Lay hands on no man suddenly" would apply in this case.
14:31 - For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be encouraged.
All who are able should be allowed to minister so there is a greater diversity of information for a greater spectrum of learning and thereby listeners would be exhorted to carry out what is learned to God's glory
14:32 - And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.
This statement should cause each man to search his own heart and be certain that his motivation is correct. Also, discipline needs to be apparent to the Saints and will be obvious to them when each man's spirit is subject to the leading of the Holy Spirit. No blatant outbursts would be forthcoming. Brotherly respect and kind consideration would be exercised before all present.
14:33 - For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the Saints.
It is well to observe that the first words of our Lord to his disciples after His resurrection were "peace be unto you". When confusion is present, we can be assured that Satan is near. God, being the author of peace (our Lord is our peace - Eph. 2:14), will lead us to have our savior in His rightful place (in the midst Matthew 18:20) bringing us His presence and His peace. Notice the term "as in all the Churches," which specifically indicates more than just the Corinthians.
14:34 - Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, as the law also says.
Notice the plural term "the churches" indicating more than just a single assembly. Speaking in the assembly is a man's role. In 1 Tim. 2:11, women learn in silence (which translates HESUCHIA). When searched in each place and context where the Holy Spirit uses this word, it will be apparent that they (women) do not speak in the assembly. The Word silent in this Corinthian text is from the Greek word SIGAO, and is connected with speaking (Greek LALEO), not singing (Greek PSALLO). The same is true in Timothy. "As the law also says", shows the required behavior of the Woman is consistent with the Old Testament teaching. In Genesis 3:16, God's word to the woman puts her into a role of submissiveness to the man - this is God's law to her.
14:35 - And if they want to learn something, let them asked their own husbands at home; for it is shameful for women speak in church.
The word for husbands translates the Greek word ANDRAS (or man) and when used with "own" (Greek IDIOUS) is usually understood to mean husbands (literally "her own man"). However, this is not the case in this verse. The word “own” is not here. Not all sisters in Christ have husbands. Therefore any man who is spiritually related to an unmarried sister could be used of God for this role of answering questions. The shame of women speaking in the assembly is linked with Chapter 11 and versus 5 & 6.
14:36 - Or did the word of God come originally from you? Or was it you only that it reached?
The Holy Spirit's question is used to provoke the believers to rethink the "origin" of God's word. As though He wants them to remember that what He is giving is God's Word, not theirs. It was not only originally not from them, but not to them exclusively. They needed to observe that the Lord had other assemblies (churches) and all should be in harmony.
14:37 - If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord.
There would be no exceptions given to the Saints. They were obligated to implicit obedience because what Paul wrote was God breathed words requiring that kind of obedience. Acknowledgment comes from a strengthened Greek word for "know" (Greek EPIGINOSKETO) with the idea of "upper experiential knowledge". The Holy Spirit is not only asking us to acknowledge the Word of God but to demonstrate respect for it (so that others may observe).
14:38 - But if anyone is ignorant, let him be ignorant.
No argument is needed for a person in this condition. It is a willing to ignorance! This person has rejected divine authority. We are reminded to not cast our pearls before swine! (Matthew 7:6), which refers to unbelievers. Perhaps therefore, the Holy Spirit is presenting a parallel for those who are in willing to ignorance.
14:39 - Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues.
God, through Paul, is pleading for men to possess a zealous desire to proclaim to God's saints a message from the Lord, something to build them up. However with all that Paul (by the Holy Spirit) has instructed about speaking in a foreign language in the assembly, no prohibition is to be allowed. All the rules necessary to keep order and to promote edification of the saints have been set in order.
14:40 - Let all things be done decently and in order.
Our God is the God of order! His creation is an absolute proof of such truth and the Lord's people should make certain that their behavior is in keeping with this truth. Decently comes from a word meaning "well formed" and order comes from a word meaning "arrangement" (the Greek TASSO is linked with this word and has the idea of placement). The behavior that the Lord demands in this verse is consistent with manifesting the character of our Lord Jesus Christ.
